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This manuscript investigates how clan culture has shaped the spatial organization of Lingnan traditional villages through a case study of Chengyanggang Village. Previous studies have mainly focused on architectural typologies, environmental adaptation, or settlement morphology, while the role of clan organization in shaping spatial structure has received less systematic attention.
Our study advances this discussion by integrating field investigation, spatial hierarchy analysis, and interview data to explain how kinship relationships, ancestral halls, and everyday social practices collectively influence village formation and spatial evolution. Rather than viewing clan culture as a historical background, we demonstrate its role as a key mechanism in the long-term organization of settlement space.
We believe these findings provide a broader perspective on the interaction between social organization and built environments and will be of interest to readers concerned with vernacular architecture, traditional settlements, cultural heritage, and rural conservation.
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